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December 13, 1957

For Release Monday, December 16

MONTANA SCIENCE FAIR SCHEDULED AT MSU
The third annual Montana Science Fair is set for April 11 and 12 in the
Montana State University Field House, Missoula, according to Dr. R. A. Diettert,
MSU botany professor and fair director.
"The recent launchings of the two satellites by the Russians is just one
indication that we are not keeping the pace we should in our scientific program,"
Dr. Diettert commented.

"The key to the ultimate solution of the problem of

shortages in trained scientists lies with the youth of today, and we must
discover and develop the scientific ability among boys and girls in high school
or even in the grades.

We know that the science fair program is one of the most

dynamic activities in achieving this purpose."
Fourteen district fairs will be conducted throughout Montana to select the
exhibitors who will show their projects at the state fair at MSU.
the fair will exhibit in two main categories:

Entrants in

the senior high division for

students in the 10th, 11th, and 12th grades and the junior high division for
those in the seventh, eighth, and ninth grades.
Five Grand Prizes will be awarded.

The boy and the girl with the best

exhibits will each receive an expense-paid trip to compete in the National
Science Fair in Flint, Mich., May 7 - 1 0 .
to the next three best exhibits.

The other three grand prizes will go

First, second, and third place awards and

honorable mentions will be made in each category of exhibits.
Senior high division exhibits will be shown in 10 categories:

astronomy;

atomic energy, electricity, magnetism, and light; botany; chemistry; conservation;
geology; mathematics; medicine and physiology; mechanics, heat, and sound; and
(more)
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zoology.
Junior high division exhibits will be judged in four groups:

physical

sciences - seventh and eighth grades; physical sciences - ninth grade;
biological sciences - seventh and eighth grades; and biological sciences ninth grade.

Junior high exhibits are not eligible for national competition and

will compete for awards in their own division only, Dr. Diettert said.
Detailed information on the Montana Science Fair can be obtained by
writing to him at the University in Missoula, Dr. Diettert said.
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